204                             TWIN   RIVERS

be won over by a promise to recognize him as Caliph, and
by an undefined prospect of Arab independence ?.55 In his
first reply to Hussain he temporized, and said that in any
case it was too soon to begin defining post-war boundaries.

By the time Hussain's second note arrived, an Iraqi Muslim
called Faruki, attached to the Turkish army in Gallipoli, had
changed sides, and being a member of Al-Ahd, had conveyed
to the British Intelligence a much more clear picture of the
extent and importance of nationalist feeling in Syria and
Iraq. McMahon was, therefore, in a position to form a better
understanding of the situation, and realized that it was now
necessary to commit himself to a definite undertaking. This
was accordingly the form taken by his second reply to Hussain,
dated 24 October 1915. He was, it said, authorized by the
British Government to assure the Sharif that, in return for
their participation in the war against Turkey, Britain would
uphold the future independence of the Arabs, in the regions
within the frontiers mentioned by him, with certain reser-
vations. One reservation was as follows : * The districts of
Mersin, Alexandretta, and the portions of Syria lying to the
west of the districts of Damascus, Horns, Hama and Aleppo,
cannot be said to be purely Arab, and must on that account
be excepted from the proposed delimitation.' Another stipu-
lation was that the vil&yets of Baghdad and Basrah should
be subject to ' special administrative arrangements' in order
to f safeguard our mutual economic interest'. Finally the
assurance was restricted to the regions ' in which Great Britain
is free to act without detriment to the interest of her ally,
France', and it included an expression of Britain's willingness
to assist the Arabs in setting up suitable systems of adminis-
tration in the area of future Arab independence. There were
two further exchanges of notes, in which some minor issues
of the original proposal were rather inconclusively argued,
but they did not materially affect the main outline of the
agreement. McMahon's final communication was sent on 16
January 1916; Hussain was satisfied, and soon afterwards
the Arab Revolt began.

It will be observed from the dates already mentioned that
the McMahon correspondence had occupied a space of some
six months ; in fact the second half of the year 1915. In
Europe meanwhile, other negotiations had been taking place